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SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: ERENCH APPROACH TO SAG ON CAPRIVI SITUATION 

1 . THE ERENCH EMBASSY HAS PROVIDED US COPIES OF THEIR 
REPORTS TO PARIS OP APPROACHES BY AMBASSADOR SCHRICKE 
TO BRAND POURIE AND PIK BOTHA ON THE SITUATION IN 
CAPRIVI. ON JUNE 14 IN RESPONSE TO THE AMBASSADOR'S 
WARNING ON THE CONSEQUENCES OP ANY SOUTH APRICAN ATTACK 
ON ZAMBIAN TERRITORY, POURIE RESPONDED THAT A PORMAL 
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DENIAL HAD JUST BEEN GIVEN TO JOURNALISTS BY THE 
MINISTER OP DEPENSE. SOUTH APRICA, HE SAID, HAD NO 
INTENTION TO ATTACK ZAMBIA. POURIE, NEVERTHELESS, 

REMINDED SCHRICKE OP WHAT BOTHA HAD TOLD THE CAPE 
TOWN LIVE ON JUNE 13: IP SWAPO ENGAGED IN NEW 
AGGRESSION, SOUTH APRICA WOULD REACT; THE QUESTION WOULD 
THEN BE THE ORIGIN OP AGGRESSION. 
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2. THE NEXT DAY, JUNE 15, SCHRICKE SAW PIK BOTHA ON 

THE SAME SUBJECT. FOLLOWING IS OUR TRANSLATION OF THE RELEVANT 

TEXT OF THE FRENCH REPORTING CABLE ON THIS CONVERSATION: 

QUOTE: FOR MR. BOTHA, THE REASON FOR THE RUMORS ON THIS 
MATTER IN LUSAKA IS THE DESIRE TO SADDLE SOUTH AFRICA 
IN ADVANCE WITH THE RESPONSIBILITY FOR WHAT COULD TAKE 
PLACE. THE MINISTER SEEMS TO BELIEVE THAT A MILITARY 
OPERATION BY SWAPO AGAINST THE CAPRIVI STRIP IS BEING 
PREPARED. I TOLD MR. BOTHA THAT IN ANY CASE, SOUTH 
AFRICAN TROOPS SHOULD NOT CROSS THE ZAMBIAN FRONTIER. 

THEY WERE STRONG ENOUGH TO REPULSE OR CAPTURE IN NAMIBIA 
ITSELF AN ADVERSARY WHOSE MEANS WERE LIMITED. THE 
MINISTER RESPONDED THAT IN CASE OF AN ATTACK BY SWAPO 
FROM ZAMBIAN TERRITORY THE SOUTH AFRICANS COULD BE LED 
TO ENTER THAT TERRITORY. I STRESSED THE CONSEQUENCE 
SUCH AN OPERATION COULD HAVE AND RECALLLED THAT, DURING 
THE ALGERIAN WAR, FRANCE HAD FOREGONE CROSSING THE 
MOROCCAN AND TUNISIAN FRONTIERS WHICH HAD PROTECTED 
THE FUTURE OF ITS RELATIONS WITH THOSE TWO COUNTRIES. 

MR. BOTHA TOLD ME THAT HE HAD MADE "A GROSS ERROR " IN 
ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF THE FIVE WITHOUT SETTING 
ANY CONDITIONS. THIS HAD GIVEN AN ADVANTAGE TO SWAPO 
WHICH HAD SET ITS OWN CONDITIONS, AND HIS COLLEAGUES 
WERE CRITICIZING HIM FOR IT. IN EFFECT, EVEN IF THE 
MINISTER THINKS MORE IN POLITICAL THAN MILITARY TERMS, 
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IT WILL NO DOUBT BE DIFFICULT FOR HIM, BECAUSE OF THIS 
"ERROR," TO OPPOSE, IF THE QUESTION ARISES, A 
HOT PURSUIT OPERATION WHICH COULD BE PROPOSED BY THE 
MILITARY AND THE PRIME MINISTER. END QUOTE. 

EDMONDSON 

NOTE BY OCT: NOT PASSED USDEL SECRETARY. 
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